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Establishing economic equality and ensuring social 

justice with liberty is the determination of the Republic India. 

Social justice is the vision that everyone deserves equal in 

economic, education, social, political and cultural rights with 

uniform opportunities which are guaranteed in our 

Constitution. In this perspective, the FSD organisation is 

originated and operating at the grassroots level to open the 

doors of development opportunities for everybody, 

particularly those in most vulnerable situation like the bonded 

labourers, marginalised tribal communities, migrant workers 

and other disadvantaged groups. Moreover, achieving social 

justice includes access to liberty, equality, dignity, equal 

opportunities in resources, participation which democratic 

principles-which are legally assured in our legislations and the 

FSD is adopting these principles for instituting public justice 

system in the society. On these commitment, the FSD 

organisation was founded in 2004 and operating in Southern 

India for promoting social change in the Society. 

THE FSD ORGANISATION



 

The FSD organisation is functioning 

for the socio-economic, educational 

empowerment of the most vulnerable 

communities with grassroots 

interventions by—safeguarding labour 

rights, promoting women’s rights, 

protecting children, empowering rural 

poor to overcome violence and 

promote their social, economic, 

educational, cultural, legal and human 

rights through establishing systematic 

justice system for a dignified life. 

PURPOSE



 

VISION

Foundation for Sustainable 

Development, recognises that 

eradicating poverty in all its forms and 

causes, combatting discrimination and 

violence, preserving the environment 

and forest resources, stimulating 

sustainable and inclusive growth, 

advocating for constitutional rights 

and envisioning a peaceful society 

with equality, liberty, prosperity       

and dignity for all.



 

To empower the vulnerable communities 

to tackle the root causes of poverty and 

inequality to achieve prosperity. To 

protect the underprivileged from 

violence and injustice thru enforcing the 

public justice system by upholding 

accountability of authorities. To activate 

systems to function systematically for the 

wellbeing of all citizens towards 

sustainable social change with 

professional ethics and values.  

MISSION



 

Human trafficking, forced labour and debt 

bondage are common practice across the 

primary, secondary and tertiary economic 

sectors in number of industries, which includes 

brick kilns, mining, farming, plantations, 

textiles, constructions, hotels and are subjected 

to modern slavery system through fraud 

recruitment for labour trafficking. Rural and 

tribal labourers are more vulnerable to these 

types of exploitation and discrimination as many 

of them are poor, underprivileged, distress, 

ignorant and live in vulnerable situation. These 

workers face issues such as mistreatment, 

contract violations, low wages, labour 

exploitation, unsafe dangerous working 

conditions and mishandling. Further, COVID-19 

is creating chances for the Labour-Contractors to 

renew all forms of the modern slavery system. 

The most vulnerable groups and the migrant 

workers are targeted for these types of 

exploitation in the current situation.  

ISSUE OF LABOUR TRAFFICKING



 

Human trafficking for labour exploitation is widespread 

issues in India. Forced labour is part of the bonded 

labour system which is a common practice across the 

primary, secondary and tertiary economic sectors in 

number of industries, which includes brick-kilns, rice-

mills, agricultural, plantations, textiles, constructions, 

grazing, and are subjected to modern slavery system 

through fraud recruitment for labour exploitation. The 

poor workers face number of challenges including 

enslavement, mistreatment, contract violations, abuse 

and exploitation, unsafe working conditions and 

dangerous situation due the bonded labour system. 

Further, the COVID-19 pandemic has created chances 

for the Labour-Contractors to renew all forms of the 

modern slavery system. The most vulnerable workers 

are targeted for this type of exploitation in the current 

situation and pushed violently into indebtedness.  

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) report indicates that the global economic 

crisis, coupled with long lasting loss of employment due 

to COVID-19 will increase in human trafficking. Victims 

of labour trafficking in India disproportionately 

represent people from traditionally disadvantaged 

groups. These vulnerable groups have been systemically 

kept at a disadvantage in education, health, livelihoods, 

access to resources and right to legal remedies. The 

Bonded Labour practice is a cultural, social, physical, 

psychological, historic and systematic economic 

exploitation against the Natural Justice which is a 

CRIME and VIOLATION against the Constitutional 

Rights. The Indian Constitution is guarantees equality, 

liberty, dignity, unity and justice for all.  

BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM 



 

The Bonded labour system is a severe human rights violation 

and it must be eradicated in the society by effective enforcement 

of the Legislations along with appropriate strategies. Every 

district administration must have an action plan to eliminate 

bonded labour system as per the intention of the law. The State 

shall conduct adequate survey and implement the state action 

plan (SAP) to ensure nil bonded labour system as per the Article 

23 of the Constitution. The Union Government shall support 

through sufficient budget allocation and delegate power with 

finance liberation for eradicating the bonded labour system and 

prevention of human trafficking. This will promote a vibrant 

society with human dignity. The following 10-Steps are 

solutions to end bonded labour system in India.  

• Enforcing the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act,  

• Increasing accountability of all the line-departments,  

• Implementing government policies and welfare schemes,  

• Networking with the multiple stakeholders for enhancing 
the public justice system, 

• Addressing root-causes for the violence and injustice, 

• Activating functional vigilance committees at all level,  

• Ensuring regular monitoring to end bonded labour, 

• Empowering the survivors with peoples’ organisations,  

• Promoting sustainable rehabilitation methods, and 

• Strengthening good coordination at all level. 

FSD STRATEGIES TO  
ELIMINATE THE BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM



 

FSD is thriving towards establishing 

the assured public justice system for 

everyone to live a life with freedom 

and dignity. The organisation is 

undertaking activities for eradicating 

bonded labour system and 

eliminating human trafficking in the 

states of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Tamilnadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Goa 

Karnataka, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, 

and Odisha. It has created linkages 

with different departments for 

coordinating the rescue work and 

implementing the Standard 

Operating Procedures as per the 

direction of the Article 23 of the 

Constitution of India.

EFFORTS OF FSD IN ENDING  
THE BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM



 

RESCUE VICTIMS  

FSD is helping to identify and rescue 

victims of bonded labour by 

collaborating with the State and District 

government officials, revenue, labour 

and police departments and quasi-

judicial bodies like the NHRC and 

NCPCR. Between September 2012 and 

November 2021, FSD facilitated for the 

rescue of more than 12,891 bonded 

labourers from 39 types of industries in 

the States of South India.  

(As on November 2021) 



 

FSD is adopting the sustainable rehabilitation 

method for restoration of life and livelihoods 

to live with dignity by all the survivors. 

Rehabilitation of the rescued bonded 

labourers is vital for the development of 

survivors after the rescue to enhance freedom 

of living. It is a continuous process which 

requires special skills in accessing 

entitlements, obtaining cash and non-cash 

benefits, healing and being reintegrated into 

the mainstream society which are all necessary 

steps. FSD continues to walk alongside 

survivors for many years, helping them to 

become healthy livelihoods and empowered 

decisions with participatory process and have 

obtained rehabilitation cash for the amount of 

Rs. 6,18,58,990 for the welfare of freed 

bonded labourers. 

RESTORE SURVIVORS



 

FSD is working closely with grassroots 

communities in association with NASC network 

to empower the marginalised vulnerable 

community, educate them on their rights, enable 

them to access entitlements and make them 

aware of the government schemes available to 

them. Community empowerment process is a 

collaborative action with released bonded labour 

associations, peoples’ welfare committees, self-

help groups through legal support initiatives to 

attain constitutional provisions. Awareness 

activities of FSD is protected over 12,41,500 

workers from the bonded labour system through 

sensitisation programs and ensured minimum 

wages through various strategies by 

implementing labour welfare legislations with 

the support of various district administration 

and people’s organisations.

EMPOWERING SURVIVORS 



 

FSD is believing that rescuing and 

rehabilitating victims alone is not 

sufficient to eliminate the bonded labour 

system, so deterrence of the crime is most 

important. This shall be completed 

through legal interventions by activating 

the public justice system. Inorder to make 

the justice system is workable, the 

offenders need to be made accountable for 

the crimes that they have committed. FSD 

continues to assist the district 

administrations, police officers, public 

prosecutors and the court to ensure 

protection for survivors and penalty in 

accordance with the law for offenders. Till 

now, we have 726 cases which includes at 

the NHRC, SHRC, SPCPCR and DLSA. 

ENSURING PUBLIC JUSTICE SYSTEM 



 

SUPPORTING TO  
GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS 

FSD team are active members in the 

vigilance committees and participating as 

resource persons in the workshop on 

bonded labour subjects conducted by the 

state and district for the public 

prosecutors, police officers and others 

including members of the NGOs. We also 

work closely with NHRC, SCPCR, Labour 

Department, Tribal Department, 

Panchayat Raj and during the past, we 

have reached over 4500 government 

officials, 240 Panchayats, 1040 staff 

members of NGOs, 600 self-help groups 

across South India to eliminate bonded 

labour system through functioning of 

effective government systems. 



 

REHABILITATION  
IS A BASIC RIGHT 

Rehabilitation is care that can help for the 
restoration of life with peace. It is a process 
of recovery plan that includes short- and 
long-term goals. Rehabilitation activities 
includes 10 action points;  

1. Providing psycho-social supports 
2. Healing diseases / ill-health or injuries 
3. Helping to improve mental/intellectual 

thinking to overcome difficulties 
4. Encouraging survivors to do various 

income generation activities with 
required financial support 

5. Accessing welfare schemes and benefits 
from all the departments 

6. Obtaining entitlements / fundamental 
needs including housing rights 

7. Associating with local community for 
development / integrating with SHGs  

8. Enlightening abilities/capacities/
leadership and training sessions 

9. Facilitating livelihoods skills / self-
employment with financial support 

10. Preventing re-bondage with 
participatory development steps.  

FSD has created effective rehabilitation 
opportunities by reaching to over 7000 
survivors through continues process. 



 

FUTURE PLAN OF THE  
FSD ORGANISATION 

Eradicating Bonded Labour and Human Trafficking to safeguard rights 
of the vulnerable population from all types of violence by bringing 
System Reforms for activating assured public justice system. 

Enhancing sustainable livelihoods of the vulnerable communities —
removing poverty, ending economic exploitation, ceasing forced 
migration, prohibiting moneylenders’ manipulation, preventing bonded 
labour, and building capacities to sustain economic equalities.  

Empowering scheduled tribe communities — primarily creating equal 
space for women and children who are socially, educationally, 
economically, politically, culturally and physiologically neglected section 
of the society through networking for community empowerment. 

Eliminating discrimination, differences, disparities in accessing learning 
opportunities for the vulnerable children by addressing digital gaps in 
schooling and creating equal opportunities in educational capacities to 
overcome ignorance and to advance literacy skills. 

Encouraging the excluded communities for inclusive development to 
sustain health, education and economic improvement by preventing, 
detecting and responding to post COVID-19’s impacts. 

Establishing community-based organisations like the Peoples Welfare 
Committees, Released Bonded Labour Associations, Federation of Self-
Help Groups through grassroots advocacy with leaderships capacities by 
networking with State Legal Service Authority, National Government 
Monitoring Agencies and participation in the local self-government. 



  Supporting for alternative livelihoods to 
end bonded labour system

“Rehabilitation activities of the FSD to eradicate bonded labour system and to empower the survivors”

“Conducting training and promoting alternative employment for the survivors”

“Various livelihood support activities of the FSD and promoting leadership skills for the survivors”



Foundation for Sustainable Development

The Foundation for Sustainable Development (FSD) is a non-profit organisation 

and working for the vulnerable groups in fighting poverty, ending violence, 

eliminating discriminations and combating bonded labour system by involving 

the multiple stakeholders with increased accountability.  FSD is playing a 

significant role in protecting and promoting rights of the scheduled tribe groups 

(Adivasi communities) through people’s participation towards sustainable 

development. FSD projects are executed effectively towards achieving inclusive 

growth with responsible commitment and accountability. The coordination 

office is located in Ambur and activities are covered in the States of Telangana, 

Tamilnadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry. For additional 

information: Please visit our website: www.fsdindia.org

FSD IS WORKING FOR INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT… 


